
Following 
the Red Th read
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Nationally and internationally, Hannover has often been overlooked. 
But as Wibke Carter discovers, this handsome German city combines 
the green spaces of Hamburg with the cultural diversity of Berlin. 

It’s time for Hannover to step into the limelight
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hen I announced my plans to travel 
to Hannover in northern Germany, 
the reaction wasn’t what I expected: 
“Why would you want to go? There’s 
nothing to see!” Truth be told, it 
wasn’t on my list of must-see cities, 

but a friend kept inviting me and I had run out of excuses. 
So, with high energy and lower expectations, I set out to 
discover the truth behind the dismissed city, and now 
here, am glad I did.

 “Just follow the Red Thread,” the friendly lady at the 
tourist office (roterfaden-hannover.de) had said when 
I asked for her advice, indicating the 4,200m-long red 
line painted on the pavement to guide visitors around 
the city. Doing as I’m told, I feel a bit like Dorothy on 
her brick road as it weaves me in and out of the highlights, 
yet it turns out to be the perfect way to see 36 attractions 
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Hannover

W
1. The Gothic Market Church 
was faithfully rebuilt in 1952  
2. For an uplifting experience, 
catch the State Ballet at 
the Opera House 3. Artist Niki 
de Saint Phalle’s colourful 
dancing girls along the 
Leine River 4. The magical 
Herrenhausen Gardens has been 
called the “German Versailles”

in an organised fashion (I am in Germany, after all). 
Assuming you’ve come with a full purse, it’s hard to 
resist the temptations of upmarket shopping street 
Luisenstrasse, but I continue on to the Opera House 
(staatstheater-hannover.de). Built in 1852 and home 
to a world-class State Ballet, the beautiful neoclassical 
building is in stark contrast to the sinister atmosphere 
of the Aegidienkirche (aegidienkirche-hannover.de), 
a bombed-out church with ruined walls and no ceiling. 
Inside hangs the peace bell, cast in 1985 and presented 
to Hannover by its twin city, Hiroshima.

Only a block further south is the New Town Hall 
(Trammplatz 2), a handsome baroque building and 
one of Hannover’s most iconic landmarks. Built on 
a foundation of 6,026 beech tree piles and crowned 
with a 97m-high domed tower, you can take a one-
of-a-kind curved lift to the top, that ascends at an 
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“I feel a bit like Dorothy 
on her brick road as 
the Red Th read weaves 
me in and out of 
highlights in Hannover”

angle of 17 degrees off vertical when it gets there. 
Continuing along the Leine River, three brightly coloured 
sculptures, the Nanas (Girls), catch my eye. The dancing 
sculptures are the work of French artist Niki de Saint 
Phalle (see below). Each Saturday (8am-4pm), they’re 
surrounded by one of Europe’s oldest flea markets, 
which takes place on Leibnizufer, on the left river bank 
(flohmarkt-hannover.com).

More than 95% of Hannover was destroyed in 
the war, and the 16th- and 17th-century half-timbered 
buildings in the Old Town were restored from the rubble. 
The Gothic Market Church (marktkirche-hannover.de) 
is one of those, faithfully rebuilt in 1952, although with 
a smaller spire because the money ran out, I am told. 
On Ballhofplatz, I stumble upon an ivy-covered tearoom. 
“The Teestübchen (teestuebchen-hannover.de) is an 
institution in Hannover,” a local standing nearby says 
after noting my interest. I’m sure Andy Warhol and 
Joseph Beuys, who also had a cuppa here, would agree.

The Red Thread guides me through the Old Town 
past the Kreuzkirche with the Lucas Cranach altar 
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1. Weihnachtsmarkt
 (until 22 December) 
Not one, but three Christmas 
markets put Hannover in a 
festive mood. Head to the 
Old Town to see craftspeople 
demonstrate their skills, or 
enjoy treats like glühwein 
(mulled wine) or candy 
apples, and try flammlachs 
(slow-grilled salmon), which 
are prepared on an open fire 
at the Finnish Christmas 
Market. hannover.de

Th ree events in December

2. WET – the show 
(until 15 January) 
What do acrobatics and 
bathtubs have in common? 
More than you’d think! 
Be captivated during this 
evening of cabaret at 
Herrenhausen Gardens 
where the tub is turned into 
a stage and acrobats display 
stunning body control in the 
liquid element amid a light 
show and special sound 
effects. variete.de

3. Niki de Saint Phalle at 
the Sprengel Museum 
(until 27 January) 
French sculptor, painter, 
and filmmaker Niki de 
Saint Phalle’s artistic 
development is recounted 
through selected works 
dating from the start of 
the 1960s to the 1990s. 
Highlights include altar 
picture triptych Ahriman 
et Lucifer attaquent (1962). 
sprengel-museum.de

BI_035-039 Perspective City Guide_HannoverV3.PDV.indd   37 21/11/2016   10:29



 

“Hannover is known as a trade fair 
city, because of famous exhibitions 
like Cebit or Expo 2000. But for me, 
Hannover is much more than that. 
It’s a perfect big city where you can 
easily reach everything in less than 
20 minutes by metro or bicycle.

During the day, you will often 
find me at the 24grad café (24grad.
net) at Engelbosteler-Damm. It’s 
one of my favourite places to both 
work and meet friends for a good 
chat thanks to their really tasty 
coffee. They have their own coffee 
roastery and if you go, be sure to 
take some roasted beans home.

The best pizza in town is at 
Francesca & Fratelli (francesca-
fratelli.de), which already have four 
restaurants in Hannover. For a good 
burger, I recommend The Harp at 
Schwarzer Bär (facebook.com/
harpbusiness) in Linden, a part of 
town where you also find some 
of my favourite bars. Bronco’s 
(facebook.com/pages/Broncos-Bar) 
is the best place for drinks and live 
music during the week. Another 
lovely place is the 11a wine bar 
(11a-restaurant.de). It’s very cosy 
inside, especially during the winter 
months.” goldencherry.de
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My Hannover 

Fashion and  
lifestyle blogger 
Miriam Mache

from 1537, the Leine Palace, the Martin Luther Memorial 
and the Old Town Hall. Just as my stomach begins growling 
with hunger, the historical Markthalle (markthalle-in-
hannover.de) comes into view. Nicknamed “The Belly of 
Hannover”, this is where butchers, bakers, cheesemongers 
and grocers sell their fresh produce. I have a fischbrötchen 
(pickled herring in a roll). Just like their Dutch neighbours, the 
northern Germans love fish in all shapes and forms. 

The trail ends at Kröpcke, the central place of the city. 
It’s a tough call between Hannover Zoo (zoo-hannover.de) 
and Herrenhausen Gardens (herrenhausen.de) to finish my 
day. When I stroll between box hedges and golden culptures, 
I can see why Herrenhausen is called the “German Versailles”. 

As I sit down for a traditional German dinner (roast 
suckling pig, sauerkraut and potato dumplings) in the 
Broyhan Haus (broyhanhaus.de), Hannover’s oldest pub, 
I contemplate the day. Despite everything I’ve seen, I feel 
like I have barely scratched the surface. It will certainly be 
auf wiedersehen, Hannover (see you again!) when I leave 
tomorrow. My friend will be pleased. 

 FLY TO HANNOVER THREE TIMES DAILY

5. The city’s Opera House 
is a striking neoclassical 
building that was built in 
1852 6. The Hannover Zoo’s 
3,400 animal residents 
can be viewed year-round 
7. It doesn’t get much more 
traditional than the food and 
sett ing at Broyhan HausPH
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