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Beatles, bouquets and brilliant buildings –Wibke Carter
crams a lot into her whirlwind tour of Hamburg

Theworld’s
largest historic
warehouse
complex, the
Speicherstadt
in Hamburg

Graffiti in the Schanzenviertel

The Elbphilharmonie concert hall in Hamburg

N
icknamed Tor zur Welt
– Gateway to the World
– f o r c e n t u r i e s ,
Hamburg has wel-
comed merchants ,
traders, sailors and,
more recently, tourists,

from all over the world. Germany’s
second largest metropolis and big-
gest port is renowned for its eco-
nomic wealth, northern brick ar-
chitecture, musical heritage and
maritime flair. It’s impossible to
see it all in the 24 hours I have in
Hamburg, but I might as well try.
As I discover three incredibly di-
verse neighbourhoods. The city’s
many faces come to light.

SPEICHERSTADT
WAREHOUSE COMPLEX
Always an early riser, I join a
morning tour of Hamburg’s newest
Unesco World Heritage Site: the
Speicherstadt, the world’s largest
historic warehouse complex. A dis-
trict of connecting roads, canals
and bridges dating from 1885 to
1927, Speicherstadt’s Gothic red
brick buildings once stored high-
value goods such as coffee, spices
and tobacco. The warehouses are
built on oak piles and the area is
crossed by what are known as
fleets – canals that are flooded de-
pending on the tides and can then
also be travelled by ship. Some of
the warehouses are still in use as CONTINUED OVERLEAF/

storage facilities, for example as
oriental carpet showrooms, while
others house advertising agencies
and other creative industries.
Opposite the Speicherstadt

stands the Kontorhaus office dis-
trict, built in the 1920s and 1930s,
which Unesco also listed in 2015. It
includes the Chilehaus, built in
1922 as one of the first skyscrapers
in Hamburg, with its eastern tip
recalling the prow of a ship and
the characteristic detail of its fa-
cades already recognised as a na-
tionally known attraction at the
time. Today, it is regarded as an
iconic work of architectural ex-
pressionism, which no standard
work of reference on 20th-century
architecture fails to mention.
Thanks to the early hour, my guide,
Nicola Janocha, was able to sneak
me into the Sprinkenhof office
building on Burchardstraße to see
Hamburg’s most beautiful stair-
case (also the city’s “most popular
site on Instagram”).
Fittingly, the tour finishes at the

most impressive warehouse con-
version to date. In January 2017,
t h e n e w c o n c e r t h a l l ,
Elbphilharmonie, opened to much
critical acclaim. After nine years of
construction – and widespread un-
happiness about the cost, which
soared 10 times over budget – the
locals now love “Elphi”.
With its swooping roof and glass

façade of 1,000 curved window

panels perched atop a historic
warehouse, Hamburg’s new land-
mark rises like a quartz crystal
along the waterfront. Its centre-
piece is an airy 2,100-seat concert
hall that places the orchestra cen-
tre stage. For a small fee, visitors
can access the observation deck on
top of the brick section for fantas-
tic views of Hamburg’s skyline and
the industrial port.

TRENDY
SCHANZENVIERTEL
After devouring a traditional fish
roll for lunch (the north Germans
love their pickled herring just as
much as their Dutch neighbours
do), I make my way by tram to
trendy Schanzenviertel, where
gentrification brought designer
boutiques and hipster cafés next to
the once decrepit Gründerzeit and
Jugendstil houses.
Together with guide Marc

Müller, I stroll past organic food
stores, record shops and vintage
clothing boutiques. An unusual
shop window catches my eye as
shoes and wine are displayed side
by side. “People here always come
up with new ideas,” says Marc,
laughing.
Or they don’t bother with adver-

tising their products at all. An
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unnamed store of rather rundown
appearance displays a sign saying
“As long as flowers last”. The store
only has one type of flower each day,
and it closes the minute they are all
sold. According to Marc, no one ever
knows in advance what’s on offer,
but the flowers are a real bargain.
“You can get 50 tulips for ¤7 (£6.30),”
he says. “When the shop is
open, you’ll know as the quarter is
full of people carrying large
bouquets.”
We visit the Flohschanze flea and

antique market in search of recycled
old treasures like vinyl records be-
fore relaxing on the stairs at
Lattenplatz square, a popular
hangout spot for young and music-
savvy Hamburgers. All the trendy
indie record labels that are responsi-
ble for the city’s reputation as a
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destination for music lovers are lo-
cated here.
The many owner-operated fashion

boutiques, hip-hop and skate shops,
vinyl shops and shops with colourful
knick-knacks in the Schanzenviertel
provide a shopping experience away
from the mainstream. I could get
lost here for hours, but Hamburg’s
famous nightlife awaits.

ST PAULI AND
THE BEATLES
“On the Reeperbahn at half past
midnight...”. Almost every German
knows the song performed by Hans
Albers in the 1944 film “Große
Freiheit Nr. 7” and can draw a con-
clusion about the variety of pleas-
ures in Hamburg’s prime entertain-
ment district. The legendary

Reeperbahn Street, in the heart of St
Pauli, has changed a lot since its hey-
day when it was a popular destina-
tion for seamen and others looking
for amusement. In the 1960s, the red
light district turned into somewhat
of a hothouse for pop culture with
four musicians from England pro-
pelling to international stardom
from here. “I was born in Liverpool,
but I grew up in Hamburg,” John
Lennon once said.
If there is such a thing as the

world’s biggest Beatles fan, it must
be Stefanie Hempel who takes visi-
tors on a musical journey to the
original sites where the mop tops
took their first steps into musical
immortality. It’s impossible not to be
charmed when Stefanie, armed with
a ukulele, stops here and there to
sing the songs that the Beatles

performed night after night in the
smoky clubs of St Pauli.
During the day rather quiet, the

Reeperbahn awakens at night with
its mixture of nightclubs, bars, res-
taurants, art galleries, cabarets and
theatres (with the red light district
relegated to just one street).
Thousands of people of all ages are
out and about with the aim of having
fun.
Way past my normal bedtime, I

taxi to my accommodation, the his-
torical Hotel Reichshof, for a good
night’s sleep. The bed is so comfy
and the room so quiet, I’m not sure
I’ll manage to get up early again. I’d
love to experience Hamburg’s fish
market, though. After all, there
are still a few hours left before my
time in the Gateway to the World
is up.

•www.hamburg-travel.com
•Easyjet offers direct flights,
daily except Tuesday, between
Edinburgh and Hamburg. www.
easyjet.com
•The Hotel Reichshof, part of
the Curio Collection by Hilton,
was opened in 1910 and is
located in the city centre,
opposite the main railway
station. Designed in Art Déco
style with high ceilings and
luxurious furnishings, 278
rooms are complemented by a
modern spa and fitness area.
www.reichshof-hotel-hamburg.de
•Müller and More:
www.muellerandmore.com/
Hempel’s Beatles Tour:
www.hempels-musictour.com
Elbphilharmonie:
www.elbphilharmonie.de/en
Hamburg Fish Market:
www.fischauktionshalle.com/
fish-market/?L=1
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Ts&Cs: Winners will be chosen at random from combined correct entries after 9.00am on the closing date of Wednesday, October 11, 2017. Your personal data will not be used for any other purpose than entry to this competition. Details of winners available on request. Competition contact details: Premium Rate Telephone Services
Department, D.C. Thomson & Co. Ltd, 2, Albert Square, Dundee DD1 9QJ. Helpline 01382 426103. For full competition Ts & Cs please send a large SAE to: Newspaper Marketing, copy of your competition terms, D.C. Thomson & Co. Ltd., 2 Albert Sq., Dundee DD1 9QJ or go to https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/competition-terms/

HOW TO ENTER
To be in with a chance to have

YOUR autumn reading sorted, just
answer the following question:

By which name do
Americans refer to autumn?

a) Fall b) Jump c) Drop

CALL:
09012 925 013

Calls cost £1.02 from a landline – calls
from mobiles may cost a lot more.

OR TEXT
PJWIN followed by a space then
your answer, name and address to

64343
Texts cost £1.00 plus your
standard operator charge.

We’ve teamed up with HQ,
the newest imprint of HarperCollins,
to offer readers the chance to win
a fabulous autumn reading bundle
consisting of five books, perfect for
reading on a lazy Sunday. And there
are TWO bundles to be won.

Titles are:

The EvacueeChristmas
ByKatieKing

Best Day Ever
ByKairaRouda

TheWatcher
byRossArmstrong

TheOne That Got Away
byAnnabelKantaria

TheBlind
byAFBrady

TWOAUTUMNReadingBundles
TOBEWON
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The Sprinkenhof
staircase on
Burchardstraße

A fleamarket in the trendy Schanzenviertel area of Hamburg Awarehouse converted into a cafe in Speicherstadt

Chilehaus, built in 1922 and one of the first skyscrapers in Hamburg


