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• Authentic Mediterranean Turkish cuisine 

• Delicious Specialty Kebabs & Pides 

• Zucchini Pancakes 

• Decadent Homemade Specialties and Desserts 

• Catering Available

*valid for dinner 5 pm - 11 pm

4 1/2 star rating on Trip Advisor 
& 4 star rating on Open Table!

158 West 72nd St. NY • (212) 724-4700

www.seventurkishgrillnyc.com
MEDITERRANEAN

TURKISH GRILL

A Turkish Feast
you’ll always remember

15% OFF with this ad*

Sevens’ Mixed Grill

718 2nd Ave @ 38th (Right by Grand Central)
(212) 889-6680

El Pote

Call to make a reservation tonight!

- Perfect location for a date
- Daily lunch specials available
- 35 Years in the community

It is possible to be transported from Manhattan to Spain in two seconds. 
All you have to do is step through the doors.

- Sarah, Brooklyn

Lobster

 Tel. 212.757.1120  •  HellsChickenNYC.com

ALL FOOD MADE TO ORDER • CALL NOW FOR FREE DELIVERY!

The #1 Korean Fried Chicken 
in Hell’s Kitchen

641 10TH AVENUE (BTWN. 45TH ST. & 46TH ST.) 

LUNCH SPECIAL 
STARTS FROM 

$6.95
By Wibke Carter

“"ere are no other Everglades in 
the world. "ey are, they have always 
been, one of the unique regions of 
the earth; remote, never wholly 
known. Nothing anywhere else is 
like them…” 

"ese opening words from environ-
mentalist Marjory Stoneman Doug-
las in her book “"e Everglades: River 

of Grass” summarize 
the uniqueness of the 
wetlands.

Millions of domes-
tic and international 
visitors come every 
year to learn more 
about this rare natu-
ral habitat. "e Ever-
glades are the larg-
est tropical wetlands 
in the United States, 
comprised of interde-
pendent ecosystems 

that include cypress swamps, man-
grove forests, tropical hardwood ham-
mocks, pine rockland, and the marine 
environment of Florida Bay. Unfortu-
nately though, this environment, home 
to one of the nation’s largest national 
parks, is also an ecosystem under stress. 

“"ere are a number of factors that 
upset the balance in the Everglades,” 
explained my airboat tour guide. “For 
too many years, civilization has cor-
rected the natural Pow of the water 

thus sending valuable freshwater to sea. 
Urban developments have reduced the 
size of the habitat for Pora and fauna, 
and endemic wildlife leads to the extinc-
tion of native plants and animals.”

On a recent trip to Florida’s south-
east, I had set aside a day trip to 
learn more about these tropical wet-
lands, via airboat ride and tram tour 
through Shark Valley inclusive.

Eye to Eye With an Alligator
It was recommended to me that the 
best way to see the Everglades was on 
an airboat. Indeed, there seemed to 
be nothing more fun than having the 
wind gushing through my hair on a 
hot Florida day while the driver accel-
erated the boat once more and navi-

gated through this thick labyrinth of 
saw grass. "e water was oTen only 
a few inches deep, not more than 35 
inches at its deepest point. It seemed as 
if the water would stand still, but I was 
told that it Pows slowly several hun-
dred feet a day towards the open sea.

ATer only a few minutes, the boat 
stopped, and so did my breath—a 
medium-sized alligator was basking 
in the sun right next to our vessel. 

“"is is a female” explained the 
guide. “She lives in the mangrove 
trees over there.” Interestingly, the 
temperature in the nest determines 
the sex of alligator oYspring. Incu-
bation temperatures of 86 °F or lower 
produce a clutch of females; those 
of 93 °F or higher produce entirely 
males. From a nest, only 2 or 3 gator 
babies survive as birds, raccoons, and 
other animals feed on them.

One of the most dangerous preda-
tors in the Everglades is the Burmese 
python, a native of Southeast Asia. 
Dumped in the ecosystem by irre-
sponsible pet owners who no longer 
want them, the snakes are taking over 
the wetlands. Wildlife biologists say 
the growing population of an esti-
mated 150,000 pythons have become 
a pest and pose a signibcant threat 
to endangered species like the wood 
stork and mangrove fox squirrel. 
“Wildlife rangers regularly go moon-
lighting as python hunters to contain 
the threat,” my guide admitted.

ATer the air boat ride, back at 
the Everglades Safari Park, a ranger 
demonstrated feeding the alligators, 
which were much bigger than what I 
had seen during the boat ride. Incred-
ibly, the keeper put his hand with the 
meat directly between the sharp teeth 
before pulling it out a tenth of a sec-
ond before the beast snapped. I knew 
for sure that I would keep a safe dis-
tance from any future alligators, small 
or large, from now on.

I spent another half an hour or so 
walking through the park, home also 
to several non-native alligators and 
crocodiles, before driving to my sec-
ond stop of the day—Shark Valley.

See River on D8

Florida’s River of Grass
Discovering the Everglades

Alligators are fed several times a day at Everglades Safari Park.

The Everglades is technically a river, ;owing southwest at the slow rate of about a quarter mile a day.

When visiting the Everglades it is advisable to adhere to danger signs.

This giant alligator was nicknamed “monster” by the staC at Everglades Safari Park.

ALL PHOTOS BY WIBKE CARTER

It was 
recommended to 
me that the best 
way to see the 
Everglades was 
on an airboat.
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NEW YORK’S 
BEST PIZZA

VERY CRUSTY & VERY TASTY WITH 
FRESH HERBS • FAST DELIVERY

“the pizza is super thin-crust, 
crispy and delicious. you can 
smell the wood burning stove 
a block away...” ZAGAT USER

“The wood Ered 
oven along with the 
homemade cheese just 
can’t be beat. ” PM

“Love it. Thin crust, very 
good choice of topping. 
Unbeatable Beer pitcher 
price.” CB

800 6th Ave (btwn 27th & 28th St)

(212) 213-5042

OrderWaldys.com

Enjoy True Spanish Food!

Meson Sevilla
Restaurant

344 WEST 46TH ST. (BET 8TH & 9TH AVE.) • MESONSEVILLA.COM • 212-262-5890
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Rated best slice of 
pizza in Manha3an!

OWNED BY THE SAME ITALIAN FAMILY FOR ALMOST 50 YEARS!

413 8th Avenue (o/ corner of 31st) NYC, (212)594-8939

FREE DELIVERY

-BY SLICE HARVESTER AS SEEN IN DAILY NEWS, 

WALL STREET JOURNAL AND GOOD DAY NEW YORK.

During a 2½-year quest, Colin Hagendorf aka Slice 
Harvester of Brooklyn sampled nearly every pie sold by 
the slice in ManhaBan. De feat involved 362 slice joints...

He bestowed the only perfect score on Pizza Suprema.
“It comes out looking beautiful, grease shimmering 
above the cheese.” -Source: *e Wall Street Journal

www.nypizzasuprema.com

Fresh Pastas,  
Wood-fired Pizzas
Daily Entrée & Wine Specials

IL CORALLO •176 Prince St. NYC 212.941.7119

Present this ad for 1/2 off any bottle of wine when dining-in. 
Valid through 2.28.14

LUNCH/BRUNCH $9.95

Quiz 456

Answer for Quiz 455

Growing your geography knowledge

SWISS MISS: (Submitted by a loyal reader)
1. From list below, identify the :rst three Cantons (States or 

Provinces) of Switzerland: Nidwalden, Uri, Zurich, Schwyz, 
Unterwalden, Zug

2. In 1307, what legendary :gure is said to have done what to 
unify Switzerland?
(Hint: Lere is an orchestral score named aMer him!)

READ THE EPOCH TIMES NEXT WEEK FOR THE ANSWER!

BLOCKBUSTER LANDFILL: Lese epic movies were :lmed 
in the following locations.
1. Star Wars Episode IV: A New Hope (1977): ENGLAND-

TUNISIA-GUATEMALA
2. Lord of the Rings: Le Return of the King (2003): NEW 

ZEALAND
3. Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull 

(2008): CALIFORNIA-NEW MEXICO-CONNECTICUT-
HAWAII-ARGENTINA-BRAZIL

GEOGRAPHY GURU™

CONSUMMATE TRAVELER

By Michele Goncalves
Epoch Times Staff

Of course it is terrible when 
you get hurt at home, but I 
think it is even more unfor-
tunate if you get hurt when 
traveling abroad. Not only 
are there language barriers, 
but there are also potential 
dicerences in the approaches 
to treatment. If you suddenly 
:nd yourself in an accident 
and don’t know basic :rst aid 
or have appropriate supplies 
readily available, this could 
make a diecult situation 
even worse.

A few days ago, a colleague 
of mine experienced two acci-
dents during our business trip 
that leM the rest of us shaking 
our heads and feeling a bit 
helpless. Our team went out 
for dinner on a Friday night to 
a very nice Italian restaurant 
to celebrate the end of a long 
workweek. We were all thor-
oughly enjoying our delicious 
meal, when suddenly one of 
my colleagues screamed and 
jumped out of her chair. It 
turns out the server spilled 
a pot of hot cocee all over 
her bare arm. Of course the 
entire restaurant (including 
me) went silent and couldn’t 
believe what happened.

Lere were apologies hying 
in Spanish, managers com-
ing out of the woodwork, 
and people wanting to bring 
ice to put on her increasingly 
visible burns. I thought I had 
remembered hearing that ice 
is the wrong thing to put on a 
burn, so we opted for olive oil 
instead. Le restaurant neither 
had aloe vera gel, nor appeared 
to have much experience on 
how to deal with burns. How-
ever, with good intentions 
they ocered an ambulance 
but her burns were not seri-
ous enough to warrant that. 
We found a 24-hour phar-

macy and bought aloe vera 
gel, which helped her feel bet-
ter by the next day.

As if that was not enough, 
this poor lady went out for 
a jog that following Sunday 
morning when ten minutes 
into her workout, she was 
struck down by a fast mov-
ing cyclist. Needless to say, 
she sucered bruises and a 
pretty deep cut on her ankle 
where one of the bicycle ped-
als stuck into her leg and leM 
tread marks. She insists that 
within a minute or two of the 
incident, a :rst aid attendant 
also riding a bike stopped to 
help her. Obviously he had 
the right supplies to wrap 
her bleeding leg. Although 
nobody spoke much English, 
she managed to communicate 
that she was okay and surpris-
ingly continued on her way to 
:nish her workout. 

These experiences have 
made me realize how impor-
tant it is to have some basic 
knowledge of :rst aid, but to 
also be armed at all times with 
a few key supplies. Lis is espe-
cially true if you will be trav-
eling in less developed coun-
tries or remote areas. 

When I return home, I 
will be looking into putting 
together a kit that includes 
things like aloe vera gel for 
burns, mosquito repellant, 
pain killer pills, scissors, 
bandages, tape, and an anti-
septic, as well as Benadryl for 
allergic reactions and anti-di-
arrheal medicine for a stom-
ach virus. I also noticed that 
the Red Cross has an App on 
basic :rst aid that I will be 
checking out too. Lis infor-
mation is something that I 
will share with my depart-
ment and hopefully lead us 
to be more prepared if acci-
dents strike again.

As always, I wish you all the 
happiest of travels!

Accidents and Business Trips: 
How prepared are you?

River continued from D7

Bird Lovers’ Paradise

Lis is a small section of the Everglades National 
Park containing a 15-mile loop road that is acces-
sible to hikers and bikers or, for around $20, to a 
group via outdoor tram with an experienced park 
ranger. I chose the latter option and it did not take 
long until we had the :rst couple of alligators scut-
tling oc the path to make way for the tram. Ley 
were somewhat smaller than the creatures I had 
witnessed at the Everglades Safari Park, and so I 
focused on the diverse bird life that surrounded us.

The most distinct one to 
me had the unusual name of 
Anhinga, the ranger explained 
to us. Also called Snakebird or 
Water Turkey, the bird had a long 
beautiful neck and a body that 
was colored glossy black-green 
or blue. Ley were not shy of 
humans and remained in place 
when the tram passed by.

To my leM, further away from 
the road, taking oc and dis-
turbed by the noise, I unmistak-
ably spotted a Great Blue Heron. 
Le bird had a long, yellow bill 

and stood over 4 feet in height; it is the largest wading 
bird in the wetlands. On the other side of the tram, 
a white bird with a red bill (a White Ibis I looked up 
later), was stalking through the water.

Around half way through the tour, the tram 
stopped and we had the opportunity to climb a 
65-foot tower, which displayed expansive views over 
the saw grass prairie and mangrove tree islands. I 
was stunned by the solitude and how hat the hori-
zon was. Everything looked so perfect and in sync, 
it was hard to fathom that the ecosystem was dying.

Upon my return to New York, I did in-depth read-
ing on the Everglades and learned that in 2000 a 
plan was approved to restore the River of Grass. Le 
program has been described as the world’s largest 
ecosystem restoration ecort, and includes restor-
ing the natural water how, water quality, and more 
natural hydro-periods within the remaining natu-
ral areas. I sincerely wish for these ecorts to be suc-
cessful because in the end, “there are no other Ever-
glades in the world.”

Wibke Carter hails from Germany, has traveled the 
world, and presently enjoys life in New York City.

Florida’s River 
of Grass

Everything 
looked so 
perfect and in 
sync, it was hard 
to fathom that 
the ecosystem 
was dying.

The Anhinga is also called Snakebird or Water Turkey and is a 
cormorant-like bird.

RIGHT: The Great 
Blue Heron is a 

large wading bird 
in the heron family 

commonly seen in the 
Everglades.

BOTTOM: The White 
Ibis is a medium-

sized bird with white 
plumage, bright red-

orange down-curved 
bill, and long legs.

ALL PHOTOS BY WIBKE CARTER


