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As the train slowly moved towards its 
last and final stop, I could hardly con-
tain my excitement. For many years, I 
had dreamt of coming to Lake Con-
stance in southern Germany, but be-
ing born and raised in the far away 
northeast of the country, I might as 
well have aimed to go to New York. 
After a train journey of more than 
ten hours, I finally reached the pic-
turesque city of Lindau where I was 
going to spend five days exploring the 
shores of the lake and neighboring 
countries of Austria and Switzerland.

Lindau
The exceptionally well-preserved 

medieval old town of Lindau is locat-
ed on a small island on the northern 
edge of Germany’s largest freshwater 
lake and is the town’s major attrac-
tion. Century-old buildings, narrow 
cobble-stoned alleyways, and histori-
cal squares give Lindau a nearly Med-
iterranean flair, charming hundreds of 
thousands of visitors each year.

In my mind, Lindau has always been 
the town with the lion, and so without 
any hesitation, my first steps led me 
swiftly to the harbor entrance where 
the statue stood in all its majesty. This 
was the one photo I had to get, after 
all it might have rained for the rest of 
my stay (which luckily, it did not). 

In awe, I looked at the lighthouse 
and the Bavarian Lion, which are the 
unmistakable landmarks of Lindau 
and beautify the arguably most in-
teresting harbor entrance around 
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Lake Constance. At a height of six 
meters (20 feet) and with a weight 
of fifty tons, the lion faces outwards, 
observing the lake from its pedestal. 
The date of the harbor’s completion, 
1856, is written in Roman letters 
“MDCCCLVI” on the sandstone be-
low the lion’s paws. Opposite, mark-
ing the second cornerstone of the 
entrance, stands the 36 meter (118 
feet) tall lighthouse. For a small en-
trance fee, visitors can climb the 139 
steps for a wonderful view of Lake 
Constance and its surroundings.

As I wandered along the harbor 
front, I noticed a lone tower with a 
very unusual, zigzag lined roof. The 
so-called Mangturm was originally 
built in the 12th century as a light-
house and once served as part of the 
old city walls. Square in size however, 
it did not receive its colored tiles un-
til 1979. I was tempted to continue 
my exploration, yet the long journey 
had taken its toll, and I checked into 
my accommodation, a private apart-
ment rental on Maximilianstrasse. I 
dinned at the historic Bavarian Gas-
thaus Zum Suenfzen, and lucky me, 
my favorite mushrooms—chante-
relles—were in season.

Over the next couple of days I ex-
plored many historical places of in-

terest on the island such as the town hall, famous for its colorful façade. Built 
between 1422 and 1436, the building has one of the best preserved Gothic 
halls in the Lake Constance region, while the ground floor accommodates the 
former imperial library housing more than 23,000 valuable books. 

Numerous attractive buildings can be found in the Maximilianstrasse, the main 
shopping street and pedestrian zone in Lindau’s old town. Lined by well-pre-
served patrician houses dating from the 16th and 17th centuries, many small al-
leys such as the Zitronengässle branch off it. As in so many other small-sized Eu-
ropean towns, these narrow medieval streets create an impression of past times.

Directly on the market square next to the churches stands the Haus zum 
Cavazzen. This former Lindau town residence of the Kawatz family with its 
impressive facade paintings is one of the most beautiful of its kind on Lake 
Constance. Today it houses Lindau’s municipal museum where, among other 
exhibits, a collection of paintings and sculptures from the 15th to 18th centu-
ries is on display.

Bregenz
One of the reasons I had chosen Lindau as my base for discovering the coun-

tries around Lake Constance was the excellent public transport connections 
to nearby Austria. A ferry runs regularly to nearby Bregenz and at 9.35 a.m. I 
boarded it on a somewhat chilly late summer morning, only to embark twenty 
minutes later in the country of Mozart and Wiener Schnitzel. 

A famous attraction in Bregenz, a town of nearly 30,000 inhabitants, is the 
nearby Pfänder Mountain (1064 meters/3490 feet).  The cable car station was 
only a fifteen minute walk from the ferry drop off, and less than ten minutes 
later I stood on the mountain top. The day was hazy, yet I nonetheless enjoyed 
the fresh mountain air and views stretching for miles over Lake Constance, 
Germany, Austria, and Switzerland. 

Following a short walk through the alpine wildlife park (entry fee included 
in the cable car ticket) with its wild boars, moufflons, and marmots, I opted to 
descend back into town on foot. The forest trails were well maintained, passing 
along little waterfalls and offering great views through the trees back over the 
lake. Under two hours I entered Bregenz old town center.

Historical records indicate that early settlers of a Celtic tribe called Brigantii in-
habited the region about 1500 BC. During the Germanic migrations in the 6th 
century AD, the town was destroyed by the Alemans, but in the 13th century 
the Counts of Montforts successfully enlarged Bregenz’s territory by acquiring 
the surrounding counties.

In the middle of the 19th century a harbor was constructed and railways have 

LINDAU’S LINDAVIA FOUNTAIN.

HAUS ZUM CAVAZZEN IN LINDAU.
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been present since 1872, enabling 
Bregenz to expand to its adjacent 
countryside. After the fall of the Aus-
trian monarchy, the Vorarlberg region 
became autonomous and made the 
town its capital. 

Bregenz is best known for its sum-
mer music festival, but even if you miss 
it, the town has culture aplenty. Plus, 
there are twisted medieval streets for 
strolling, cafés for lingering and the 
charming waterfront for lake views. 

With my smart phone and google 
maps at hand, I headed up the steep, 
cobbled Stadtsteig Street to the Ober-
stadt. In this medieval upper town, the 
half-timbered old town hall dates from 
1662. Much older is the Martinsturm 
(Martin’s Tower), from which for cen-
turies the watchmen warned the city, 
especially in case of a fire. Standing 
39 meters (125 feet) tall, this Bregenz 
landmark is crowned with one of Eu-
rope’s largest onion domes. 

From afar I saw the Deuring-
Schlössle (Deuring little castle) now a 
hotel and restaurant, but I didn’t have 
much time to linger and walked on to 
the Church of St Gallus, also located 
in the upper town. Built in 1380 in the 
Gothic style, the church also features 
a Baroque castellated gable from the 
15th century and interior design from 

the Rococo. In the outside cemetery, silver plaques bear remembrance to local 
soldiers who perished in World War I.

On my way back into town, I nearly missed the funniest oddity. According to a 
sign above the door, hidden in a corner, Kirchstraße 29 is the smallest house in 
Europe with a width of 57 centimeters (22-7⁄16 inches). A window stood open 
and I was left wondering if indeed, someone called this house home.

I spent much of the afternoon drifting aimlessly through Bregenz, also passing 
the 15th century Seekapelle St. George and the much younger Sacred Heart 
Parish Church. There was much to see and discover. Exhausted but enlightened 
after a long day, I hopped on the train again, returning to Germany in less than 
ten minutes.

St. Gallen
Just over an hour by train from Lindau, lies the Swiss city of St Gallen, famous 

for its Abbey of Saint Gall precinct, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. I have to 
admit that when I first set foot in the city, I was a bit taken aback by some grey 
hideous office buildings in the vicinity of the train station, but first impressions 
can be misleading as I soon found out.

This compact metropolis of eastern Switzerland, home to some 160,000 in-
habitants, has a charming, traffic-free old town, and it is easy to get lost in the 
quaint narrow streets and lively squares. At a leisurely pace I made my way to the 
main destination for the day, the Stiftsbezirk (abbey precinct). 

INTERIOR OF THE CHURCH  

OF ST. GALLUS IN BREGENZ.

 A VIEW FROM A CABLE CAR OVER BREGENZ.

ST. GALLEN’S ABBEY CATHEDRAL.
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The Abbey of Saint Gall is not just one building, but an 
entire Roman Catholic religious complex in the middle of 
the city. The name and foundation of the town stem from 
the Irish missionary monk Gallus who founded a hermit-
age here around 612. The Carolingian-era abbey has ex-
isted since 719 and was for many centuries one of the 
chief Benedictine abbeys in Europe. The interior of the 
Cathedral, which was constructed much later, between 
1755 and 1768, is one of the most important Baroque 
monuments in Switzerland. 

The abbey library, one of the richest medieval libraries 
in the world, contains precious manuscripts such as the 
earliest-known architectural plan drawn on parchment. As 
of 2005, the archive consists of over 160,000 books, of 
which 2,100 are handwritten. Nearly half of the hand-

written books are from the Middle Ages, and 400 are over 
1,000 years old. For a small fee it is possible to visit the 
library and view some of the rare documents.

After much time exploring the library and abbey, I 
strolled through the old part of town and noticed a unique 
characteristic on some of the buildings. Oriel windows 
are a typical feature of St. Gallen’s architecture, adorning 
the façades of houses in the pedestrian zone and bearing 
witness to the successful textile buyers who used to live 
here. The Market Square on the northern side of the Old 
Town is surrounded by houses with oriel windows from 
the 17th and 18th centuries. 

Before heading back to Germany, I climbed the hills 
surrounding the city for some sweeping panoramic views. 
Strolling along the Dreilindenweg, I passed cows, orchard 
trees, and ivy covered houses, before reaching the Drei 
Weihren (Three Ponds). The ponds, which were original-
ly built by the monastery for their water needs, are today a 
popular destination for outings and are used as swimming 
spots in summer and ice rinks for skating in winter.  

There are still four ponds remaining from the original 
five. They were dug out, or filled in as the case may be, 
in the period between the 17th and 20th centuries and 
served to provide water to put out fires during blazes as 
well as a water supply for the city’s textile industry.  

Before long I was back in Lindau where I had to pack 
my belongings for a long journey home the next morn-
ing.  For now it was “Good-bye Lake Constance”, but I’d 
rather say farewell in my mother tongue: “Auf Wieder-
sehen!” (See you again)! GL

THE ENTRANCE TO ST. GALLUS CHAPEL IN ST. GALLEN.
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it to maritime warehouse complexes and other early 20th 

century modern office ensembles in cities around the world. 
We are aware of this great honor and are happy to assume 
the responsibility to protect and convey this heritage.”

The World Heritage Committee based its decision on 
the belief that the Speicherstadt and the Kontorhaus 
District are “an outstanding example” of buildings and 
ensembles which “illustrate significant stages in human 
history”. The two complementing mono-functional areas 
include the historic Speicherstadt warehouse district, de-
fined by a connecting network of roads, canals and bridg-
es dating from 1885 to 1927, and the modern red-brick 
architecture of the Kontorhaus office building ensembles 
from the 1920s to 1940s.

The Speicherstadt (which translates into “warehouse 
city”) is the world’s largest continuous warehouse com-
plex. It extends over 64 acres in the heart of Hamburg’s 
port and comprises 17 building complexes. The ware-
houses are constructed on oak piles in the Wilhelmine 
Gothic red-brick architectural style, with their gables and 
playful turrets reflecting in the canals. Behind its massive 
walls, the more than 3.2 million square feet of storage 
space hold high-value goods such as coffee, tea, cocoa, 
spices, tobacco and, in recent decades, oriental carpets.

Speicherstadt is one of Hamburg’s major – and most 

photographed 
- tourism high-
lights and a 
main attraction 
of the historic 
barge cruises. 
Museums at 
the site include 
the Hamburg Dungeon, the Speicherstadt museum and 
the Miniatur Wunderland. Urban development of nearby 
HafenCity has also been drawing advertising agencies, en-
tertainment, fashion showrooms and restaurants to the 
Speicherstadt area.

Adjacent to the Speicherstadt, the Kontorhaus district 
is considered to be continental Europe’s first business 
district. Built in the 1920s and 1930s under city plan-
ner Fritz Schumacher, the most eminent buildings in-
clude the Chilehaus, the Messberghof and the Sprinken-
hof. The Chilehaus, which is reminiscent of a ship’s bow, 
represents the most significant artistic and architectural 
achievement of German Brick Expressionism, and strong-
ly influenced brick architecture of the 1920s and 1930s in 
Northern Europe. It is also one of Germany’s first high-
rise buildings.

To learn more, visit www.hamburg-tourism.de

Continued from page 8.
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